


potential to turn even the most mild-mannered of us into trolling Bridezillas. But fear
not, there is yet a light at the end of the chiffon and taffeta tunnel. Exhibit A? One
Atlantic, a new wedding/banquet facility opening (finally) this December. Located at
the tip of The Pier Shops at Caesars and extending 100 yards out over the Atlantic, the
venue includes floor-to-ceiling windows in every room and a 2,500-square-foot-terrace
for couples that want a beach wedding but not the complications associated with a
ceremony in the sand.

“You won’t find any wedding packages here,” said Wesley Adams, director of
marketing. “Instead, we work closely with every couple to help them create a
celebration as unique and special as their commitment to each other.” Adams isn’t
kidding about being unique. Aside from invitations, flowers, décor, entertainment,
photography and gifts, special features offered by the venue include a professional
forager on staff for couples interested in local and sustainable foods, a mixologist for
customized cocktails specially designed for the couple, and an expert sommelier to
suggest wine pairings. A videographer can broadcast the wedding live on the Internet
for guests that may not be able to make it, while the venue’s creative team can even
coordinate an arrival by horse and carriage or a fireworks display over the ocean.
Organic, kosher, vegetarian, and international cuisine menus are also available upon
request. Apparently the cat’s already out of the One Atlantic bag. As of the end of
August, over 20 weddings have been booked. Adams said that more than half of the
facility’s visitors decide to plan their wedding with them, despite the space still being
under construction. Visit www.oneatlanticevents.com.

 

 

It’s All in the Details

Clothes may not make the man, but you’d better believe
they make the wedding. While white-washed gowns and
puffy-sleeved bridal parties have been red hot for eons,
bridal experts say that colors and styling will make a
statement for both x and y chromosomes in the upcoming
seasons. Tesi Miteva, owner of Tesi Bridal Boutique in Ventnor,
said that her local customers have been asking for dresses
that are a little bit more modern, noting one shoulder, Greek
goddess-esque gowns as a big seller, in addition to light
beading, soft lace, and long trains. She also noted that
many of her new dresses have straps versus the strapless
gowns she’s been carrying for the past few seasons. These



strappy options include V-necks, halters, cap-sleeves, and scoop necks. For the men, a
more casual look is en vogue, done by foregoing vests for a simple shirt and tie
combination. While the recession has made some couples cut costs on the ceremony,
Miteva says she’s actually seen more of her top of the line suits sell. “Groomsmen are
becoming very aware of the quality of a tux,” she said. “The men are no longer saying,
‘I’ll take whatever my fiancée likes.’ Men are marrying now in their late 20s or early 30s
and by that time know a quality suit from a mass-produced warehouse type.” Also a
big seller in Miteva’s store are her chocolate brown tuxes, which have steadily been
gaining favor in lieu of the traditional black and are now the second best-seller. The
oft-overlooked maid of honor and bridal parties are going for jewel tones in eggplant,
teal, and plum, while the mothers of the bride are going for more stylish dresses and
cocktail suits. Miteva noted that pantsuits are being predominantly reserved for
grandmothers.

Though we may be eschewing some bridal traditions, a few
are better left untouched. We’re thinking about a forkful of
melt-in-your-mouth cake, of course. Darren DiPietro, owner
of the Cake Studio of Ocean City, said he’s happy about
the direction that he’s seen in delectable desserts and that
while people used to think of the wedding cake as a simple
vanilla pound cake, he’s seen a change into the cake
being more of the main dessert. One popular combination
for DiPietro has been his store’s white chocolate lemon
raspberry. He also said that for couples on a budget, it’s
usually worth splurging a little for a good cake. “Some brides
say that no one eats the cake anyway, so what’s the point
in spending extra for one? Those supermarket sheet cakes
just taste like chemicals to me, and that box cake vanilla
flavor is an instant giveaway that it’s not a quality cake. The
hyper-sweet buttercream is nasty. Quality really goes a long way.”

Of equal importance to the type of cake on your guests’ plates are the flowers in your
bouquets and centerpieces. While orange saw a surge in popularity over the past few
years, purple is set to take its spot as the new floral queen bee. Marianne Nugent,
owner of Petals Florist & Events in Mays Landing, said that she’s been seeing less white
and ivory flowers being sold, with the focus now on light and dark purples, blues, and
pinks. Nugent has also noticed a big increase in the number of hydrangeas and
dahlias sold. Her advice to bridal parties is to save money by buying flowers in-state. “I
think that bridal parties should remember that we live in the Garden State, and that
there are so many local products to take advantage of and help stay within their
budgets, rather than importing expensive flowers from Holland or South America.”
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Couples Saying ‘I Do’ to Destination Weddings

Are you thinking of heading out of town for your wedding? If
so, you’re not alone. Conde Nast Bridal Group’s American
Wedding Study (2006) reported that 16 percent of couples
are now choosing to have a destination wedding.

While you may think they’re for the rich and famous, destination weddings can
actually be less expensive than traditional celebrations closer to home. This may be
advantageous to brides and grooms who are feeling the effects of today’s economic
crunch. That’s because destination weddings generally have smaller guest lists, and
many of the “extras” that are tacked on to a traditional wedding are covered in the
all-inclusive price of a destination event. So you can cut down on the cost of the
$20,000 to $30,000 average-priced wedding, particularly if guests are paying for their
own tickets.

Destination weddings are for individuals who want to put the focus on fun. They
enable you to pump up the enjoyment factor and marry a vacation and a wedding
into one handy package. They also start the honeymoon at the point of arrival at your
destination. One-of-a-kind memories are created with a destination wedding,
particularly when exotic locales are the backdrop for your celebration.

Because travel is involved, destination weddings are often facilitated with the help of
a travel agent or wedding planner. This person can help you work out all of the details
of the wedding, primarily when you’re working with vendors that may be out of state
or out of the country. Keep in mind that if you have your heart set on all of your friends



and family being able to attend your wedding, destination weddings may not be the
way to go. That’s because even with the best planning, it’s relatively impossible for
everyone’s schedules to coordinate for this kind of event.

While there certainly are negatives to having a wedding away from home, the
growing list of positives attracts more and more couples each year:

• Reduced fuss over a wedding that takes place at home, where most of the planning
is being handled by the couple

• Budgetary factors, including lower costs for a less elaborate affair

• Informal choices for wedding attire, saving even more money

• Something different for the couples who like to stand out

• Alternatives for second weddings or those who prefer less tradition

• Loosening of marriage laws overseas, which make it easier for couples to tie the knot
in foreign locales

• The opportunity for “destination anniversaries,” where couples can revisit their
wedding site for even more memories

Couples looking to add excitement to their wedding without much fuss can turn to
destination weddings when tying the knot.

 

 
 
 
Find this article at:
http://www.atlanticcityweekly.com/special-guides/Fall-2009-Bridal-Guide-59515867.html?page=2&comments=1&showAll=

 
 SAVE THIS | EMAIL THIS | Close 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

 
 



 

 
 SAVE THIS | EMAIL THIS | Close 

 

Fall 2009 Bridal Guide

By Stef Gordon
 Add Comment|Comments: 0 |Posted Sep. 16, 2009

 

Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed,
Something ... Green?

If you have a hybrid car parked in your garage, recycle rain
water to irrigate backyard plants and have replaced just
about every bulb in your home with compact fluorescents,
there’s a good chance that you’re environmentally

conscious. But what if you’ve just gotten engaged and want to impart some of these
green ways of thinking to the wedding? What can you do to be earth-friendly when
tying the knot?

Wedding industry insiders say that the trend of going green with weddings is growing
exponentially. David Cooperrider, a business professor at Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, says that going green is one of the great business opportunities
of the 21st century, and there is much potential for the wedding industry. He offers that
wedding vendors that are not going green will be at a competitive disadvantage to
those who do.

Going green for your wedding day doesn’t mean you have to compromise on the
elements that will make the day special. It just means you can take a look at the
details and the bigger picture and develop strategies that will minimize the impact on
the planet.

 

• Go local: From food to flowers, choose vendors that use locally grown and raised
products. This reduces the amount of smog generated and fuel consumed to bring
items in for your wedding. Many caterers are now collaborating with local farms and
other vendors to offer organic, locally grown menu items. It pays to ask about
availability.



 

• Go to your guests: Figure out where the greatest number of your guests reside and
then hold the wedding nearby. For example, a couple from the Northeast who has
relocated to the West coast, but has all of their family still in the east, may want to hold
their wedding in the east. It is less expensive and more environmentally friendly for the
couple to simply fly to the wedding, rather than having hundreds of guests drive or fly
west.

 

• Be mindful of wardrobe choices: Choose items that really can be worn again. Skip
the rented tuxes and ask groomsmen to wear a similar styled suit that they can add to
their work wardrobe. Bridesmaids can wear a simple black cocktail dress so that
they’re not left with a taffeta creation that will only hang in the closet afterward. If you
decide to go more traditional with wardrobe, find out if gowns can be recycled or
donated so that they can be reused in another way.

 

• Choose recycled materials for wedding invitations and announcements: There are
an increasing number of suppliers creating invitations from recycled materials. Some
will do all the assembly for you; other less expensive items may be more hands-on. Cut
down on further use of paper by creating a wedding Web site where you post
directions, maps, party times, and other essential information so you avoid extra slip-in
sheets with your invitations.

• Create car-pool options: Bus guests to your venue to save on gas. It is also a safer
option for those who will be indulging in alcoholic beverages at the party since they
won’t have to drive on the return trip home.

 

• Investigate ecologically responsible wedding jewelry: According to Greenkarat,
purveyors of ecologically responsible engagement rings and wedding bands, 2,500
tons of gold are mined each year, even though there is enough gold above ground
(already mined) to satisfy all demands of the jewelry industry for the next 50 years.
Much of it sits in bank vaults and in the form of old and unused jewelry. See if you can
recycle old jewelry into something new. Or embrace the sentimental hand-me-down
rings from a grandmother or other relative.

 

Jewelry for Sophisticated Brides and the Entire Bridal Party



Chandelier earrings and sparkling crystal bangles are popular choices for today’s
sophisticated brides, according to the style experts at Carolee, the fashion jewelry
company.
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“Carolee has long been the jewelry destination for brides and their bridal parties,” says
Jill Maier, Carolee’s vice president of design. “We have come to learn what brides
want to create a look and style that is their own.”

Carolee collections, including the upscale Carolee Lux collection, feature a vast
selection of classic and modern designs for brides, from demure to dramatic. “In the
last few years, we’ve seen more brides look to mirror current fashion trends in their
bridal jewelry,” offers Maier. That translates into bigger, bolder pieces like large drama
earrings, glittering crystal and pearl cuffs and statement necklaces that draw attention
to the neckline. Carolee Lux features exquisite designs with crystals and CZ,
hand-polished and knotted simulated pearls and sterling silver, offering every member
of the bridal party elegant choices.

Fashionable jewelry isn’t just for the bride; it also makes a great gift for bridal party
attendants. Say, “thank you” with the very popular Sterling Sentiments bangles that
are engraved in five languages with Friend, Sister, Niece, Mother, Grandmother, or
Love. These bangles are gift boxed and priced in the $100 range.

Other treasured and affordable bridal gifts include freshwater cultured pearls.
Hand-knotted necklaces, bracelets and earrings in stud or drop styles are available in
pearl alone or pearl accented with cubic zirconia. Prices range from $40 to $75, in
styles that will appeal to a wide range of bridal party members.

The Carolee and Lux jewelry collections are available at fine department and
specialty stores worldwide and at www.carolee.com, where you can request a free
catalog.
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